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[Abstract]

Characteristic of statuettes enshrined in Yeongsanjeon Shrine of

Sangwonsa Temple

Yi Boon-hee
(Cultural Affairs Team Leader, Jogye Order of Korean
Buddhism Headquarters)

The statuettes of arhats enshrined in the Yeongsanjeon Shrine of
Sangwonsa Temple include about 100 arhats that were made after the
seventeenth century, including those originally enshrined at Songgwangsa

Temple in Suncheon in 1624.

A detailed investigation of the statuettes enshrined in Sangwonsa
Temple has revealed that they are rare artifacts dating back to the early
Joseon period, thus attracting considerable attention from historians.
These molded sculptures exhibiting the characteristic style of Buddhist
art of the early Joseon period, together with the Mahapratisaradharai
Sutra (1467) recently discovered in the depository made inside the body
of arhat statuette no. 11, provide valuable clues about the period in
which they were made.

They are also regarded both as fine examples of arhat images of the
early Joseon period and as important sources of information about the
production of molded Buddhist images of that time.

The statuettes are characterized by a longer upper body and an oval
face with voluminous cheeks, typical features of Buddhist figures of the
early Joseon period. Similarly, the dharani manuscript, dated 1467,
discovered inside the depository of one of the statuettes has the same
features as the copies of the Mahapratisaradharai Sutra enshrined in the
Buddha images of early Joseon, suggesting that all of these arhat images

were produced in 1467.
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Reliable information about the date of production of these images is
expected to provide valuable clues for studies on the arhat images of
early Joseon, including the sixteen arhats from the early Joseon period,
such as those enshrined in Heungguksa Temple in Namyangju.

[Key words] Sangwonsa Temple, Yeongsanjeon, Early Joseon, arhat

image,sixteen arhats, molded image, Mahapratisaradharai
Sutra
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