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[ Abstract]
Sangwon Temple of Odae Mountain viewed through the records of

the Travel in the late Joseon period

Lee, Kyungsoon
(National Museum of Korean Contemporary History)

This article examines the records of travel on Odae Mountain to examine the appearance of
Sangwon Temple in the late Joseon period. Several travel records of the Odae Mountain in the
late Joseon period remain. The popularity of Mt. Geumgang travel, the expansion of the travel
area, the establishment and operation of the royal archives, and the writers representing the
time, such as Kim Chang-heup, influenced it.

In the travel records of the late Joseon period, Sangwon Temple, along with Woljeong Temple,
was a must-see place for the Odae Mountain. Sangwon Temple was a journey destination
representing Odae Mountain and an important place. In the records of travel, vivid images of
temples and monks in Odae Mountain were recorded, indicating that Buddhism in Odae Mountain
continued lively in the late Joseon period. In particular, it can be seen that several major
temples were actually newly built in the mid-to-late 17th century.

Many travelers were astonished and elaborate architectural techniques of Sangwon Temple,
which was rebuilt during the king Sejo period. This is a testimony that the importance of
Sangwon Temple was a Buddhist temple representing the early Joseon period. The travel record
also reported that Sangwon Temple has unoccupied and few monks remain since the 17th
century. In addition, it is revealed that the temple hall has decreased and the arrangement has
changed since the 18th century. Meanwhile, the travel records contain sightings of Jinyeowon on
the left side of Sangwon Temple and the painting of Manjusri's 36 different appearances. In
addition, it was confirmed that the transmission of Naong monk of the late of Koryeo continued
until the late Joseon period on the Sangwon Temple. In the late Joseon period, Sangwon Temple
tried to preserve its status and historical transmission as the center of the Odaesan belief in the

change of Odaesan Buddhism.

[Keyword] Sangwon Temple, travel records, Odae Mountain, Odae Mountain Buddhism, the
late Joseon period
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